
The Distance of the Fifteen Brightest Stars 

 
Alpha Centauri is not one of the fifteen brightest stars.  It is included for comparison 
  Since it is the next nearest star to our solar system 
 
 
Alpha Centauri is about 26,395,632,000,000 miles away from Earth. (26 trillion, 395 
billion, 632 million miles from earth. 
 
Sirius, the brightest star is over 50,000,000,000,000 miles away.  (50 trillion miles from 
earth.) 
 
Betelgeuse, the bright, red star in Orion’s shoulder is over 3,060,000,000,000,000 (3 
quadrillion, 60 trillion) 
	

Star Constellation Actual Distance Scale Distance 
1 light year = 1 mile 

Alpha Centauri* (Southern Hemisphere) 4.5 light years 4.5 miles 
Sirius Canis Major 8.6 light years 8.6 miles 
Procyon Canis Minor 11 light years 11 miles 
Altair Aquila 17 light years 17 miles 
Vega Bootes 25 light years 25 miles 
Fomalhaut Piscis Austrinus 25 light years 25 miles 
Pollux Gemini 34 light years 34 miles 
Arcturus Bootes 37 light years 37 miles 
Capella Auriga 42 light years 42 miles 
Aldebaran Taurus 65 light years 65 miles 
Regulus Leo 77 light years 77 miles 
Antares Scorpius 197 light years 197 miles 
Spica Virgo 262 light years 262 miles 
Betelgeuse Orion 522 light years 522 miles 
Rigel Orion 773 light years 773 miles 
Deneb Cygnus 1467 light years 1467 miles 


