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January 31, 2017
Plant Experiment

We learned in our class today that plants make their own food.  However, to make their own food, plants mostly need nonliving things to accomplish this.  They need soil that has minerals and nutrients, water, carbon dioxide found in the air, and sunlight for energy.  As they make food in their leaves, they give off oxygen for us to breathe.

You have made a terrarium. A terrarium is a small, closed container in which selected living plants are kept and observed.  You planted three pea seeds in the soil and you added water to the soil.  Then you closed it up.  A terrarium is like a greenhouse.   It lets heat in, but won’t let it escape easily. It also won’t let water escape (evaporate) so it waters itself by way of the water cycle.

To begin with, make sure the terrarium is put on a windowsill inside your home where it gets sunlight for at least four hours each day. Plants like to be warm where there is plenty of sun.  

Make a journal to write about the daily developments of the plants.  Each day you write in your journal, be sure to write the date.  You are to write daily what you see happening as the plants develop.  Begin recording by putting January 31, 2017, the day you planted the seeds.  For the next few days, nothing is going to happen because it will take six or seven days for the seeds to sprout.  So, for the first few days, you will write the date and write, “None of the seeds have sprouted yet.”

Begin recording information in your journal the date the first seed sprouts.  Then continue to record the dates each of the other seeds sprouts.  Continue to record what is happening each day to the plants.  (Be sure to write the date each time.)  The changes may be big or they might be small.  Here are some things you may want to record.  (Maybe you can think of other things too.)

· Height

· Width

· Number of leaves

· How they lean

· Color changes

· Anything else you feel you should write which will describe their developments.

Continue to write what you see happening for the next few weeks.  When your teacher tells you, bring your journal back to tell about your results, which will be in a few weeks.
Have fun!

